
G
rowing up in the 1980s and
1990s and by virtue of
coming from an immigrant
background, I became

increasingly interested in mixing for
survival; mixing ideas, cultures and art
forms to create new hybrids, new ideas
and ultimately a new kind of theatre.Õ
Shabnam Shabazi, Project Director,
Pan Intercultural Arts

Could we think of the story of the
Tower of Babel as marking the
beginnings of interculturalism? When
we started to speak many languages
as opposed to one. With different
languages come different cultures,
traditions, etc. É But how do we
celebrate, interact and reconcile the
similarities and differences under the
same banner of the Union flag?

The notion of interculturalism is
about the meeting place or
crossroads of different cultures. It is
about the Ômeeting point of cultures,
and at meeting points, there is always
some sort of exchangeÕ (John Martin,
The Intercultural Performance
Handbook,Routledge).

However, sometimes this sort of
exchange needs to be encouraged
and facilitated. Therefore
organisations like Pan Intercultural

Arts (Pan Arts) fulfil a very necessary
role. Pan Arts see the arts as the most
effective tool for building bridges,
celebrating and overcoming
differences as well as seeking out
similarities so often neglected.

Interculturalism in this instance is
about bringing different artists from
different cultural backgrounds and
walks of life together to work with
participants from a wide range of
cultures, facilitating self-expression
through themes, ideas, and visual and
musical motifsthat are relevant to
their ever-morphing identities,
influenced by arange of cultures and
ways other than the ones they are
born with.

Weare also a little likesociologists,
archaeologists and architects,
investigating and constructing new
ways of working that give the voiceless
avoice. We are very aware that in
Britain a new generation is emerging. It
is a generation that is born here and is
familiar with the interplay between
cultures and nationalities.

In the mainstream there have been
reports such as the McPherson
Report, and more recently the
government commissioned a report
by Runnymede Trust on the future
of multicultural Britain.
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