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1. Introduction to the SLIME Network Kent Museums Youth Forum

The Museums, Libraries and Archives Council’s Strategic Commissioning' and
Renaissance South East’ programmes, funded the development of Kent Museums
Youth Forum (KMYF) through the SLIME Network® and Kent and Medway Learning
Access Group (KMLAG). The Kent Museums Youth Forum investigated whether
young people across Kent were interested in the issues of sustainability and if so
whether museums could play a role in addressing these issues. The project also set
out to demonstrate how Youth Forums can be developed and how they can help to
shape and develop museum policies.

Claire Adler was commissioned to develop two types of Youth Forums:

e A Formal Group (KMYF-FG) with ten 15 and 16 year olds from a single
secondary school based near Chatham Historic Dockyard.

e An Informal Group (KMYF-IG) of 13 to 18 year olds living in and around
Tunbridge Wells who could commit a number of consecutive Saturdays to
participating in the Youth Forum.

The issues of sustainability were divided into three topics that the different museums
felt they could address through their collections. Both Youth Forums addressed the
same issues but in different museums.

Both Youth Forums took place in July 2009.

2. Key findings of the Kent Museums Youth Forum

21 Who should be the target for resources about sustainability?

The KMYF-FG felt that their parents’ generation had caused the problems that have
resulted in Climate Change and the urgent need to address the issues of
sustainability but it was going to be their responsibility to sort out the mess their
parents had left behind. Therefore:

2.1.1 Young people feel it is important that museums develop resources that are
targeted at their generation.

2.1.2 But museums should not forget that it is their parents who are the taxpayers
and can therefore influence government policy; so therefore they should also be
informed about climate change and the issues of how we will make the future
sustainable.

http /lwww.mla.gov.uk/what/programmes/commissioning

http /Iwww.mla.gov.uk/what/programmes/renaissance

% Science Links in Museum Education is a network of museums and related organisations across the
South East who work together to support and promote the study of science through collections.
Funded by Renaissance South East.
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2.2 Where and how should museums target their resources about
sustainability for young people?

2.2.1 School

School is where young people acquire most of their knowledge about sustainability
through the Geography, Religious Education and Citizenship Curricula. Therefore if
a museum is to create resources for schools they need to fit into these Curricula.
However it was discussed at the museum’s evaluation meeting that they may also
be finding out about sustainability through the Science Curriculum but they may not
realise it, as teachers may not directly highlight it.

Possible museum topic: Investigating production processes of different materials,
such as rope or Tunbridge Ware and thinking about the global impacts of creating
these resources

2.2.2 Museum

The KMYF-FG and KMYF-IG were both interested in investigating ideas about
sustainability in museums. However there are a number of key issues that should
be taken into account if a museum develops resources, exhibitions or events for or
with young people:

2221 Young people like an ‘authoritative voice’. Therefore they would prefer
to gain information from a costumed interpreter or museum display rather than from
a display developed by their peers.

2222 Importantly, however, young people were also interested in becoming
the ‘authoritative voice’. They want to learn from the museum how to put on a high
quality exhibition or develop resources through a meaningful process. They want
their opinions to be valued but also for their opinions to be informed in the first place.
2223 Young people ‘know’ that energy consumption and production is the
key to a sustainable future so are therefore less interested in finding out about it in a
museum context. However it should be remembered that they are also aware that
their parents need to find out information that might help to influence government
policy.

22.2.4 Young people recognise that museums are key places to help people
understand how the past is affecting the present and future but also how we can
learn from the past.

2225 One of the most significant differences between the formal and the
informal group was that the formal group believed the majority of what they saw on
TV and learnt in School; whereas the informal group were more interested in
debating and challenging ideas. Museums are the perfect place to teach young
people how to question primary and secondary sources and also to engage them
with the debates that surround the issues of sustainability.
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Possible museum topic: Working with a group of young people to develop resources
that compare the Olympics today and the 1948 Olympics in terms of analysing their
sustainability in terms of materials, resources and long term impact.

2.2.3 Home

Most of the young people had gleaned information about sustainability at home from
the television; but most importantly it was from advertisements by companies,
specifically multinational energy companies, who were extolling their ‘green’
credentials. The group was very happy to quote from the advertisements and did
not question the validity of the content.

Possible museum topic: examining the advertising stance of companies today and
comparing how advertising has changed in terms of purpose and content over the
past 100 years

2.2.4 What were the sustainability topics that the KMYFs were interested in?

A number of themes emerged from both groups, which could provide key themes
about sustainability for museums to engage with. Below is a list that has been
ordered to reflect their level of interest in the topics. However it must be noted that
the young people did NOT agree this list or prioritise it, instead it has been deduced
from the results of the session and by gauging their levels of interest.

2.2.4.1 What makes resources renewable and non-renewable

2.2.4.2 Deforestation and Reforestation

2.2.4.3 Production of sustainable energy (be aware though as they feel they
know a lot about this already)

2.2.4.4 Farming and implications of cash crops

2.2.4.5 Climate change and what is really causing it

2.2.4.6 Fairtrade

2.2.4.7 Globalisation

2.2.4.8 Social impacts of population change resulting in crime and fear

2.2.4.9 Population change resulting in job creation and increased competition

Both groups were genuinely interested in the topics but they were all far more
engaged when it was related to a real issue that had captured their imagination. For
instance the 2012 Olympics and the recycling of materials used in the production of
the venues, or the climate changes that have resulted in the pirates in Somalia.
Therefore if museums can find a way of addressing sustainability by showing its
relevance to contemporary life then they should be successful in engaging young
people.
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3. Recommendations

3.1 Sustainability issues should be investigated by museums through topics that
have an immediate relevance to the young people’s lives or through stories that
capture their imagination e.g. recycling through the building of the 2012 Olympics
stadiums.

3.2 Resources need to be targeted at young people but also at their parents as
they can influence policy because they are the taxpayers.

3.3 The big stories in the news could be addressed in terms of sustainability e.g.
Somalian Pirates and economic, climatic and social causes contribute to the
development of piracy.

3.4  The young people involved in the forums were either very interested in
debating issues or accept the vast majority of the information that they are given as
fact without questioning the motives behind the informant. Therefore museums can
play an important role in helping young people to understand how to question
sources and information about sustainability. This could be through resources for
secondary schools that develop debates on the materials.

3.5 The KMLAG museums could develop resources on sustainability for
secondary schools that link to the Science, Citizenship, Religious Education and
Geography Curricula.

3.6 Museums should develop exhibitions and resources for young people through
a meaningful process where they get to learn new skills through a form of internship,
like ‘peer tutoring’, where skills and knowledge are shared and learnt from each
other.

3.7  Museums could use their collections to directly discuss issues of renewable
and non-renewable resources and prove how the past affects the present and
future.

3.8  Museums need to show their commitment to sustainability through their own
energy policies (such as using energy saving light bulbs) and through their shops
and cafes encouraging fair trade and adopting ‘shop local, think global’ policies.

3.9 KMLAG should contact Sarah Moy, Kent Eco-Schools Officer, to discuss how
the museums can fit into the sustainability agenda that she is promoting in
secondary schools in Kent. Her phone number is: 01622 221567 and email
address: sarah.moy@kent.gov.uk

3.10 The group came up ‘Top Tips on how to run a Youth Forum in a museum’
(which can be found on page 31 of this report). This could be used as a starting
point for future Youth Forums.

3.11 Appendix D is a list of the strengths and weaknesses of developing formal
and informal youth forums that could be used to inform the development of future
Youth Forums

Claire Adler, Museum Learning Consultant, 268 Cherry Hinton Road, Cambridge, CB1 7AU
claireadler@btinternet.com 01223 411555 www.claireadler.co.uk
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MAIN REPORT

3 Introduction to the project

The Museums Libraries and Archives Council’s Strategic Comm|SS|on|ng and
Renaissance South East’ programmes, funded the development of Kent Museums
Youth Forum (KMYF) through the SLIME Network® and Kent and Medway Learning
Access Group (KMLAG). The Kent Museums Youth Forum investigated whether
young people across Kent were interested in the issues of sustainability and if so

whether museums could play a role in addressing these issues. The project also set

out to demonstrate how Youth Forums can be developed and how they can help to

shape and develop museum policies.

The museums from KMLAG actively involved in the project were:

e Chatham Historic Dockyard
Rochester Guildhall Museum

Royal Engineers Museum

Canterbury Museums (through Whitstable Museum)
Tunbridge Wells Museum & Art Gallery

Claire Adler was commissioned to develop two types of Youth Forum:
e The Kent Museums Youth Forum - Formal Group (KMYF-FG) consisted of a

school group of eleven 14 and 15 year olds from a school near Chatham Historic

Dockyard. These boys regarded themselves as a mixture of avid museum

visitors and non-visitors.

e Kent Museums Youth Forum - Informal Group (KMYF-1G) consisted of three 14
year olds who lived in and around Tunbridge Wells. They were avid museum
visitors and were committed to spending their Saturdays developing the Youth

Forum.

In an initial meeting the museums agreed three topics of sustainability that they felt
they could address through their collections. Both Youth Forums addressed the

same issues but in different museums.

Museum

Youth Forum

Sustainability topic

Chatham Historic Dockyard

Tunbridge Wells Museum & Art
Gallery

Formal Group

Informal Group

Materials

http /lwww.mla.gov.uk/what/programmes/commissioning

http /Iwww.mla.gov.uk/what/programmes/renaissance

® Science Links in Museum Education is a network of museums and related organisations across the
South East who work together to support and promote the study of science through collections.

Funded by Renaissance.

Claire Adler, Museum Learning Consultant, 268 Cherry Hinton Road, Cambridge, CB1 7AU
claireadler@btinternet.com 01223 411555 www.claireadler.co.uk

Page7



Rochester Guildhall Museum Formal Group Population Change

Royal Engineers Museum Informal Group

Canterbury Museums (through Formal Group Reuse, Reduce, Recycle
Whitstable Museum)

This session was cancelled due to Informal Group
transport issues

Each session at the museum had the same basic structure.

e The formal group met Claire Adler and the museum staff at each museum.
e The informal group met at Tunbridge Wells Museum & Art Gallery for both
sessions and for the second session they were then taken to the Royal

Engineers Museum by minibus by Claire Adler and Trish Popkin.

Each session started with an introduction to the topic by the museum, either with a
tour of the museum, a handling session or an inter-generational workshop.
The group were given a free lunch and then the consultation was undertaken in the
afternoon. Each consultation had the following format:

1. A big brain storm activity — to work out what the young people knew about the

issue they are looking at.

2. Prioritising the issues they wanted to find out more about or disseminate the
information they knew about.

3. Investigating how the museum might develop these issues. This proved the
most difficult as it was evident that both groups did not understand what
museums could do.

4. If we had time we came up with specific ideas for a couple of themes.

After each session a highlight report was written to record what happened and the
results of the consultation.
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5. Methodology
Below is an outline of the processes involved in developing the two Kent Museums
Youth Forums.

5.1 Met with the museums to assess their needs and develop the initial ideas and
what they wanted to consult on; ensuring we were not just looking for approval of
ideas.

5.2 Development of flyers and registration documentation. This was a laborious
process that is essential to ensure that all the correct information is gathered and
given. The forms need to include contact details of participants and their parents for
informal groups, photography permission and permission for transporting young
people, further information about the project for parents and teachers / youth
workers and a sign-up form.”

5.3 Built database of schools to contact

It may be a project that schools are interested in but the hardest part is getting hold
of the relevant teachers.®

5.4 Built database for informal groups

Need to keep contacting them ... ensuring that you have pre-warned them that that
is what you are going to do. Leaders of informal groups may think that the project is
interesting for young people but that does not always translate to getting young
people interested.’

5.5Worked out format for each of the sessions.

Each consultation session needs to give the young people a new opportunity and
preferably an insight into what museums can do. Young people need to think they
will be getting something out of the experience. Each session needs to have a
natural rhythm where they are finding out information, relating it to the subject to be
consulted on and finally asking their opinions.

5.6 Hold sessions

5.7  Wrote highlight reports after each session

Helps to structure what came out of sessions and inform what will go into the next
session.

5.8 Kept contacting informal groups to remind them to keep their young people
informed about the project

5.9 If possible or relevant give the participants free entry to the museum to thank
them for their participation.

" APPENDIX A for the list of flyers and supporting documentation attached to this report.
¥ APPENDIX B for list of schools contacted.
® APPENDIX C for list of informal groups contacted.
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6 Key Findings of the Kent Museums Youth Forums

6.1 First Session
Theme: Materials and sustainability

6.1.1 Conclusions on the first session:

6.1.1.1 Both groups were interested in a cross-section of topics that relate to
materials and sustainability; however the topic that both groups were
interested in was Deforestation and Reforestation, which can also be seen
within the context of renewable and non-renewable resources.

6.1.1.2 Both groups were interested in the museums educating their visitors about
sustainability, whether through fairs or costumed interpreters rather than
presenting the local communities work.

It must also be noted at this stage that neither of the groups were fully aware of the
capabilities of museums nor the different ways museums can engage with
audiences.

6.1.2 KMYF- Informal Group findings:
Four key issues relating to materials and sustainability came out of the consultation
with the Informal Group. They would be interested in finding out more about:

6.1.2.1 Fair-trade for communities

6.1.2.2 Environmental impact of global warming and how much we are making the
process faster and how much is nature.

6.1.2.3 Alternatives to the chemical loop of producing chemicals for man-made
products and how to act to find renewable resources.

6.1.2.4 Which resources are renewable and non-renewable?

The KMYF-IG were interested in finding out more information rather than putting
across information they know to museum visitors.

6.1.3 KMYF- Formal Group findings:

The key issues that related to materials and sustainability that came out of the
consultation with the Formal Group were those they would be interested in finding
out more about:

6.1.3.1  Fair-trade

6.1.3.2 Cash crops and replanting of natural resources
3.3 Fossil fuels

4  Deforestation and reforestation

5 Globalisation

.6 Consumerism

7 Conservation of rainforests and effects on animals

Of these topics, the group chose Globalisation and Deforestation and Reforestation
as the ones they were most interested in.
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The KMYF were interested in how the museums could address the issues of
sustainability through the museums’ own work in the café and collections
management rather than how the museum could inform visitors about the issues of
sustainability.

6.2 Session two
Theme: Population change

6.2.1 Conclusions on the second session
Both groups were interested in the impacts of population change, but particularly in
the issues of:
6.2.1.1 Competition for jobs, increased competition for jobs and skills gaps
6.2.1.2 Social impacts resulting in crime; fear of crime and fear of change.
6.2.1.3 Pollution
6.2.1.4 Implications of less green spaces on biodiversity and flooding

After the initial discussions about the implications of population change, the groups
discussed different topics. The young people led discussions. The Formal Group
were very interested in the pirates in Somalia who are currently in the news, which
could be a way to discuss the economic and environmental impacts on real peoples’
lives. The Formal Group also discussed whom the resources should be targeted at
in the museums.

The Informal Group discussed how museums could engage young people in the
issues of sustainability. The key issue that they recognised was that museums are
good environments for people to understand how the past affects the present and
future and also how we can learn from the past. They were also interested in
museums being places where debates can be held about issues and where young
people can be involved in the development of these debates, whether through
exhibitions, resources or physical discussions.

6.2.2 KMYF- Formal Group findings:
The key sustainability issues discussed were:

6.2.2.1 Renewable fuels

6.2.2.2 Energy

6.2.2.3 Waste

6.2.2.4 Housing

6.2.2.5 Economy — job protection and creation
6.2.2.6 Climate

6.2.2.7 Pollution

6.2.2.8 Social impacts resulting in crime and piracy.
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Despite the bulk of the conversations being about renewable fuels and the
implications of CO, emissions the group decided the topics that they were most
interested in the museum following up were:

A. Social impacts resulting in crime and piracy

B. Pollution
This shows that the young people want to find out about new issues about
sustainability rather than increase or a get a depth of knowledge on a topic with
which they are already familiar.

We discussed whom the museum should target resources about sustainability at.
The consensus was that resources should be targeted at young people because ‘it
is our future and our children’s future’. The group’s views on sustainability were that:
‘this generation had their turn’and ‘you screwed it up’. Although they also made
the very valid point that resources should also be targeted at their parents’
generation as they paid the taxes and voted and could therefore influence how the
way the government tackles the issues of climate change.

We also discussed where they found out about sustainability and which was
primarily covered at school in the Geography, Citizenship and Religious Education
lessons; but notably they did not mention the Science Curricula. However the most
influential source of information was the television advertisements from companies
advertising their ‘green credentials’ such as EDF and Shell. This will please the
advertisers but may cause concern for groups who are trying to push the issues of
sustainability further.

6.2.3 KMYF-IG findings:

The key sustainability issues discussed were:

6.2.3.1 Implications of less green spaces on biodiversity and flooding

6.2.3.2 Overcrowding leading to crime and fear of outsiders

6.2.3.3 More people means more infrastructure and the impacts on farming

6.2.3.4 Affects of voting by new population and when they should have the right to
vote

6.2.3.5 Competition for jobs and skills gaps

6.2.3.6  Carbon footprints

There were then extensive discussions about how museums could address these
issues but the most important suggestions were:

6.2.3.7 Museums should show the impact of the past on the present
and lessons that could be learnt for the future.

6.2.3.8 Debating issues through an exhibition or physical debate.

6.2.3.9 Young people are very interested in giving their ideas BUT only

if they are going to be used and it will be a worthwhile experience.
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6.2.3.10 The big discussion was about the idea of ‘peer
tutoring’ transferring to the museum. Where young people as a group
or as individuals get to work with a museum to develop ideas that they
then work into an end product such as exhibition or event.

Overall the idea they were most interested in was using the museum to involve
young people in the debate and not just presenting the issues of sustainability.

6.3 Session 3
Theme: Reuse, Reduce, and Recycle

6.3.1 Conclusions on the third session
The Informal Group’s third session had to be cancelled because of transport issues.

The Formal Group recognised that fuel consumption and production are the key
issues to a sustainable future. They were also aware of recycling and actively did
recycle although they were less certain about reusing and reducing their resources
at home. This demonstrates that they are receiving information about reuse,
reduce and recycle through schools, television and home. As a result they were less
interested in developing these themes in a direct way and if museums want to deal
with these themes they will need to think of indirect ways of going about it.

This session also investigated the ‘World’s Worst Museum Visit’ and “Top Tips for
developing a Youth Forum in a museum’.

6.3.2 KMYF- Formal Group findings:

Eleven boys and two teachers attended the third session of the KMYF-FG from
Greenacres School. The group was very relaxed in this session as they were
familiar with the format of the session and knew Claire Adler, the session leader.

The topic they looked at in this session was reduce, reuse and recycle. The group is
very aware about issues to do with recycling but are less aware of how to reduce
and reuse resources.

The topics they felt were most important to the sustainability of the planet were:
A: Reduce fuel consumption
B: Reduce electricity

Interestingly these are the same topics that at Rochester Guildhall Museum they had
also been knowledgeable about but were less interested in the museum following

up.

Therefore although this group know that the consumption and production of energy
are the solutions to Climate Change, they are more interested in finding out about

Claire Adler, Museum Learning Consultant, 268 Cherry Hinton Road, Cambridge, CB1 7AU
claireadler@btinternet.com 01223 411555 www.claireadler.co.uk
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new topics. Therefore museums might want to think about how to put these issues
across in a way that museum visitors are not anticipating — such as looking at
environmental impact resulting in piracy in Somalia.

We then discussed what made the ‘World’s Worst Museum Visit’ and
subsequently worked out what made for a successful visit. The main findings were
that it needed to be free, include interesting exhibits, a friendly reception and
enthusiastic and interesting staff to inform them about what they can see.

We then came up with a list of “Top Tips on how to run a Youth Forum in a
museum’. They felt that the most important things were that it needed to be fun,
free, relaxing, in a variety of locations, a free lunch, a hands-on experience and
where their opinions were valued.

Each session was evaluated by asking the group to put stars on a target in answer
to a question such as ‘I enjoyed this session’; if they agreed with the statement they
put the star in the ‘Bull's Eye’, if they did not agree with the statement they put it on
one of the outer circles. The final evaluation of the session showed that although a
few of the boys felt they had not had fun and had not learnt anything new, all of
them were interested in attending another Youth Forum. From the previous activity
of developing the ‘“Top Tips for Youth Forums’ they felt that their opinions had been
valued as part of this process. Also it must be noted that the Youth Forum was not
compulsory and they did not have to keep attending; yet the number of participants
actually increased. So the boys that were putting their stars off the targets must
have been enjoying themselves to some extent.

Claire Adler, Museum Learning Consultant, 268 Cherry Hinton Road, Cambridge, CB1 7AU

claireadler@btinternet.com 01223 411555 www.claireadler.co.uk
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7. Highlight reports from each of the consultation sessions

7.1 KMYF- Informal Group - First session feedback report
Tunbridge Wells Museum & Art Gallery - Saturday 27" June 2009

Topic: Materials

Attendance:

Two people attended the first session for the KMYF-IG. Amy who was 14 had pre-
booked and heard about the project through the 1-2-1 Youth Befriending Project and
had also received a letter than morning from the Town and Country group. Amy was
taking part in the project as something to put on her CV to help her get into
university. Jenny was also 14 and was accosted in the museum with her mother.
She had not heard of the project but she lived outside Tunbridge Wells, and so was
not part of the area we were targeting.

A boy who had signed up to come did not turn up and another boy had contacted
me and desperately wanted to take part but the short notice meant that his family
had alternative plans.

Although it was a very small group some useful information was achieved from the
session, as both the girls were intelligent, enthusiastic and interested in museums
and sustainability. Both girls wanted to come back to the next session.

Katrina Burton of Tunbridge Wells Museum and Art Gallery (TWMAG) also attended
the session.

Future attendance:

Amy is very keen to attend all the sessions and is convinced that she will be able to
bring at least two friends with her next week. Her mother has volunteered to collect
registration forms and bring Amy and her friends to the museum next week.
Therefore | am confident that we will have Amy and at least one new friend next
weeKk.

Jenny will hopefully attend the next sessions but her mother needs to organise her
grandmother to bring her as she will be working. Jenny may also bring her 16 year
old brother with her.

Session:

Katrina introduced the girls to the concept of materials through the idea of
sustainability and clothing. They investigated where our clothes are made and what
they are made from and compared them to clothes made in the 1750s. They
investigated how wool, silk, linen and cotton are made; what they are made from and
how the structures are changed to make them into a strong material that can be

Claire Adler, Museum Learning Consultant, 268 Cherry Hinton Road, Cambridge, CB1 7AU
claireadler@btinternet.com 01223 411555 www.claireadler.co.uk

Page 1 5



turned into clothing. They investigated natural dyes: what they are made from, how
they work and then got to dye their own pieces of fabric. Finally both girls tried on
some replica 1750s clothes.

This workshop was very effective in getting the girls thinking about their clothes, how
they are made and the sustainable issues around the development of chemicals,
man-made fabrics and the carbon footprint of their clothes.

Following on from the morning session the consultation in the afternoon picked up a
number of the issues the girls were interested in.

Consultation processes and outcomes:

Because there were only two participants, some of the activities that had been
planned did not take place as there was either no need or it would not have worked
with so few people.

1. A list was made of all the museums that the girls had visited. They then
highlighted which museums they had visited with school and which with home. Both
girls visited museums in their spare time and with school. But neither of them are
prolific museum visitors and neither of them had visited any of the museums that are
participating in the project except Tunbridge Wells Museum & Art Gallery

They had visited:

Tunbridge Wells Museum & Art Gallery

Tate Britain

Tate Modern

Science Museum

Herstmonceux — castle and science centre

Fishbourne

Newhaven Fort

Tonbridge Castle

National Gallery

Arundel Castle

Hever Castle

Charles Darwin House

Jersey Castle

Knowle House

Battle World

Yesterday World

2. A thought bubble of ideas was developed, where an initial idea leads into further
ideas and the girls led where the ideas were going. The initial question they were
asked was ‘what are materials turned into?” From there we chose a number of
different materials and the girls took the thought processes forward. For example
we started with silk, and talked about silk worms - how food chains die out —

Claire Adler, Museum Learning Consultant, 268 Cherry Hinton Road, Cambridge, CB1 7AU
claireadler@btinternet.com 01223 411555 www.claireadler.co.uk
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parachutes being made from man-made fabrics now — where chemicals come from
and their environmental impact.
We also looked at wood and diamonds in a similar brainstorming way. '’

From the issues discussed the girls chose the four topics they were most interested
in finding out more about. These were:

1. Fair-trade for communities

2. Environmental impact of global warming and how much we are making the
process faster and how much is natural.

3. Alternatives to the chemical loop of producing chemicals for man made
products and how to act to find renewable resources.

4. Which resources are renewable and non-renewable?

3. From these four topics they picked the two areas they thought the museum
should investigate. They chose:

1. Alternatives to the chemical loop of producing chemicals for man-made
products and how to act to find renewable resources.
2. Which resources are renewable and non-renewable?

These were chosen because they wanted to find out more about them, rather than
because they wanted to tell other people what they knew.

4. We then discussed how the museum could investigate the topics. The girls were
given a long list of what museums can do. They were asked to prioritise the top
three areas that they thought the museums could look at the topics. The results
were:

1. Alternatives to the chemical loop of producing chemicals for man made
products and how to act to find renewable resources
1% Events to give out information i.e. a Recycling Fair

2"%: Have interactive to illustrate a display
2" Websites about museum
3" Sessions for young people e.g. DJing

2. Which resources are renewable and non-renewable?
1% Have interactive to illustrate a display

1% Events to give out information i.e. a Recycling Fair
2" Events to learn new skill in a day e.qg. learn to knit
2": Sessions for young people e.g. DJing

3" Sessions for families e.g. make a crown

3": Session for secondary school

1% Notes and evaluation sheets for all the sessions are available.
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5. We then thought in more depth about their first choices for both of the topics.
This is when we discovered that the girls had limited understanding of what a
museum could do; as their ideas were related to handing out leaflets, having simple
interactives and having arts and crafts activities. Over the next few weeks we will
see if their understanding of museums changes and if their ideas become more
useful. However as the purpose of the Youth Forum is to discover which topics that
relate to sustainability are of interest to young people, it is not essential that we get
this information.

6. We then had a brief discussion about how any activities that the museum
undertook could be publicised to young people. The primary source of information
was School assemblies, then Scouts and Explorers, big posters outside the museum
and websites.

7. Finally the girls were asked to evaluate the KMYF by putting spots on three
targets that each had one of the following questions on:

‘Today was fun’

‘| found out something new today’

‘| will come back next Saturday’

All three questions were met with bull’s eyes, which meant they fully agreed with the
statement. (Although Jenny was unsure if she would be able to come back next
week).

7.2 KMYF-Formal Group First session feedback report
Chatham Historic Dockyard
Friday 3™ July 2009

Topic: Materials

Attendance:

Ten boys from Greenacres School attended the first session of the KMYF-FG. They
were contacted through the Gifted and Talented Programme and all had signed up
to come on the project. They were 14 and 15 years old and knew each other.

Sandra Delahoy of Chatham Historic Dockyard (CHD) and Jeremy Clarke of
Rochester Guildhall Museum also attended the session.

Future attendance:
One boy could not attend the next sessions, but the teacher, had organised a
replacement. It will be interesting to see how many of the group come back for the
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next session, however Dan Wise has got a number of ‘spare’ boys so that there will
definitely be ten boys attending.

Formal Group Session:

The session had a shaky start as CHD were unaware that the project was

happening that day; however the museum managed to pull together a session for
the KMYF-FG that addressed rope making and sustainability. They were given a
tour and demonstration of how rope was made by hand in the past. They
investigated the materials that were used to make rope and how the raw materials
were turned into rope. They were then given a tour showing how rope is made today
and its uses. Issues of sustainability were discussed in terms of the manufacture of
man-made rope. The group then had a tour around the ‘Wooden Walls’ gallery to
think about how old rope was re-used in the building of new boats.

The session started the group thinking about a single material and the implications
for global and local economies of producing such a seemingly innocuous material.

Consultation processes and outcomes:

1. A list was made of all the museums that the boys had visited. They then
highlighted which museums they had visited with school and which with home. Most
of the boys visited museums in their spare time as well as with school.

They had also been to some of the museums that are participating in the project.
| recorded the number of boys that had attended the local museums.
Chatham Historic Dockyard (5 boys with school and family)
The Guildhall Rochester (4 boys with school and family)
Royal Engineers Museum (2 boys with their families)
Rochester Castle (8 boys with school and family)

RAF Museum

Science Museum

Natural History Museum

Tate Modern

Milestones

Imperial War Museum

Manx Museum

Hop Farm

Museum of Kent Life

Chislehurst Caves

Fort Amherst

Hastings Smugglers Cave

Wales Castle

Bodiam Castle

Dover Castle
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Leeds Castle
Madame Tussauds
Upnor Castle

Loch Ness Museum
Historic village in Wales
Bristol Art Gallery
The Louvre
Portsmouth Dockyard
Poole Pottery
Lullingstone Villa
Biggin Hill Museum

2. The boys were then asked to put themselves into a line with one end agreeing
with the statement ‘I love museums’ and the other agreeing with the statement ‘|
hate museums’. They were asked to work out where they fitted into this line. Seven
of the boys wanted to be near the ‘like’ end of the line and the other three wanted to
be at the ‘hate’ end, but did not actually want to be the last in the line.

They were then asked to explain why they were on the spot in the line. The boys
who liked museums talked about learning, new experiences and finding out things.
The boys who disliked museums thought they were boring and you had to read too
much and listen too much. This means that the boys participating in this project are
a good mixture of avid museum visitors and less enthusiastic visitors.

3. A thought bubble of ideas was developed, where an initial idea leads into further
ideas and the group led where the ideas were going. The initial question they were
asked was ‘What sustainable issues are there with these materials?’ From there we
chose a number of different materials and the boys took the thought processes
forward.

For example we started with Rope and talked about replanting of crops and ‘cash
crops’, which led into reforestation — the properties of the modern man-made ropes
and natural ropes — to oil production and globalisation.

We also looked at wood in a similar brainstorming way.

From the issues we had discussed we identified the main issues. These were:

Fair-trade

Cash crops and replanting of natural resources
Fossil fuels

Deforestation and reforestation

Globalisation

Consumerism

Qahwh =
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7. Conservation of rainforests and affects on animals

4. Of these seven topics they were then asked to pick the two areas they thought the
museum should investigate. These were:

a. Deforestation and reforestation
b. Globalisation

They chose these topics by putting anonymous stars on the topics when there were
no adults in the room. They were also told that they did not need to put a star down
if they were not interested in any of the topics. All the boys put their star down so
they have some level of interest in the issues we were discussing.

The topics were chosen because they wanted to find out more about them, rather
than because they wanted to tell other people what they knew.

5. We then discussed how the museum could investigate the topics. The boys were
given a long list of what museums can do. They were asked to prioritise the top
three areas that they thought the museums could look at the topics. The results
were:

1% A café

2" A shop

3" Distribute Tourist Information leaflets
3" Collect Objects

3" Display Collections

3" Have interactives to illustrate displays
3": Drama interpretations of display

3" Temporary exhibitions

6. We then thought in more depth about their first choices for both of the topics.
Like the KMYF-Informal Group the boys had limited understanding of what
museums are capable of doing. But they did come up with some ideas that were
very valid and could be useful.

For Deforestation and Reforestation we investigated it in terms of collecting objects
at CHD. The issues that they came up with were:

1. showing how rope can be reused — both man-made rope (being reused to
make less effective rope) and natural rope

2. show how materials are grown and how much natural resources are needed
to make a single piece of rope and how much it would cost

For Globalisation we looked at how the café could address the issues
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3. discussions about whether it was better to have global food or local food
resulted in a decision that the café could show how local foods could be used
to make global recipes

fair trade

farmhouse cheeses

local produce

having a costumed interpreter coming round and telling cafe visitors about
globalisation whilst eating their lunch

N O A

7. Finally the boys were asked to anonymously evaluate the day’s activities by

putting spots on four targets; each had one of the following questions:

e ‘Today was fun’ - seven bull's eyes, two were nearly a bulls eye and only one
was a complete no by not making it on the page.

e ‘| found out something new’ - eight bull's eyes, one was nearly a bull’s eye and
only one was a complete no by not making it on the page.

e ‘Are you going to come back to the next session’ - seven bull's eyes, two were a
complete no by not making it on the page and one cannot come

e ‘| will come back to this museum’ - two bull’s eyes, three were nearly a bulls eye,
four were unlikely and one was a complete no by not making it on the page.

It is likely that all the spots that missed the page and crept up the wall were from the
same boy! But generally it can be concluded that there was a high level of
satisfaction and enjoyment in the sessions. They all seemed engaged and most of
them were constantly contributing and only two boys had to be encouraged to
contribute.
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7.3 KMYF- Informal Group - Second session feedback report
Royal Engineers Museum

Saturday 4™ July 2009
Topic: Population Change

Attendance:

Two young people attended the second session of the KMYF-IG. Amy, fourteen
years old, who had attended the previous session and was very keen to be involved.
Jenny who had attended the previous session but was unable to attend this session,
had told Theo, fourteen years old, about the project. Theo was an avid museum
visitor who brought some photographs of his family during WWII for the museum to
identify.

Amy is very friendly, open and happy to share her views. Theo needed a bit more
encouragement to share his ideas but was happy to give his opinions. They both
have very definite views on what museums should do and how the issues of
sustainability could be tackled.

Trish Popkin, from MLA Council, also attended the session.

Future attendance:

The third and final session of the KMYF-IG was organised to be at Whitstable
Museum on Saturday 11" July. However we were unable to get anyone to
accompany the bus to the museum, therefore the session has had to be cancelled.

If the session had gone ahead, Theo and Amy were definitely going to come and
Amy had signed up three friends to attend.

Museum session:

The session started over an hour late as Trish’s train was cancelled. This meant
that the session was pushed into two and a half hours rather than the four hours
planned, the primary result was that the group did not get to look around the
museum on their own and they had to do the consultation whilst eating their lunch.
However because of the informal nature of the session it was not too much of an
issue.

Jeremy Kimmel, Education Officer at the Royal Engineers Museum gave a talk
about the British Empire and how it affected the Royal Engineers. He then did an
interesting tour of the museum that had some emphasis on how the Royal
Engineers adapted to their local environment when they went to a new country.
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Consultation processes and outcomes:

The topic that we were investigating was population movement and how people
moving to new areas affect the local area. This was always going to be a difficult
topic to tackle because it was opinion based and risked moving into social history
and politics rather than science.

We initially drew around both Theo and Amy on large pieces of paper, so that we
would have ‘real people’ to stick our ideas on. However this proved unnecessary
and the ‘real people’ were not used.

1. The group was asked to think about the ‘push and pull’ reasons for people
leaving their countries or homes to live in Kent. They came up with a list of nearly
30 reasons, ranging from fear of crime, natural disasters, job opportunities,
education, healthcare, religion and poverty.

2. The group was then asked to think about the affects that the population

change had on the local environment. The group thought through a variety of issues

that can be divided up as follows

a) Less green spaces - less habitats for wildlife - losing diversity - concreting

of land leads to flooding - increase of amenities leads to pollution

b) Overcrowding leads to crime - fear of outsiders and fear of lack of identity

- host country becomes more aware of other countries and religions

¢) More people means need for more infrastructure - more housing taking up
farming space - need to feed an enlarged population - the issues of food

miles for feeding enlarged populations (when land has been built on) -
vertical farming (crops being grown in layers upwards in controlled
environments)

d) Effects of voting by new population and the political make up of the area -

at what point should people get the vote when they pay taxes.

e) More competition for jobs - skills gaps filled

f) Increase of carbon footprint by people returning home to see family and
friends.

This part of the consultation was definitely helped and encouraged by the fact that
both Jeremy and Trish were born in Canada and were able to add their personal
experiences.

3. We then held an informal discussion about how museums (and in particular

Royal Engineers Museum and Tunbridge Wells Museum & Art Gallery) could deal
with these issues.
i) Whatever the museum did they wanted it to be relevant to the collections

i) They were very interested in museums showing the impact of the past on the

present and lessons that could be learnt for the future.
iii) They liked immersive room sets where the objects are placed into an
environment rather than just cases.
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iv) They were interested in holding a debate — particularly about people’s rights
to vote and live in the country. The Ghurkhas and the experiences of
Jeremy and Trish inspired this discussion.

v) They liked drama workshops and drama interpretations of ideas

vi) They are very interested in giving their ideas BUT only if they are going to be
used and it would be a worthwhile experience

vii) There was a big discussion on the idea of ‘peer tutoring’ but transferring it to
the museum. Where young people as a group or as individuals get to
work with a museum to develop ideas that they then work with the
museum to develop into an end product. For example the young people
could become part of the exhibition design team, where each person
would take on different roles and learn from each other and the museum.
They felt that the benefits of this process would be:

a. That they would tackle the same issues as adults but possibly from a
different perspective.

b. The end result would be relevant to other young people

c. There may be volunteering opportunities that come out of it for the
young people.

d. The resulting exhibition would get a lot of free publicity in school

4. Finally the group was asked to anonymously evaluate the day’s activities by
putting spots on four targets; each had one of the following questions on:

‘I have had fun’

‘| found out something new’

‘| would come back to the next session’

Each of these questions had two bull’s eyes

The question ‘I will come back to this museum’ had one Bull's eye and one spot
creeping out of the Bull's eye.

Generally it can be concluded that Theo and Amy enjoyed themselves and wanted
to continue further with the Youth Forum.

7.3 KMYF-Informal Group - Second session feedback report
Rochester Guildhall Museum
Thursday 9™ July 2009

Topic: Population Change

Attendance:

Nine boys and two teachers from Greenacres School attended the Formal Group
(KMYF-FG). One boy who had intended to come did not due to an orthodontic
appointment. All the boys had attended the previous session at Chatham Historic
Dockyard; which means no one dropped out of the Youth Forum.
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Museum session:

Jeremy Clarke did an interesting handling session about the history of Rochester.
The group investigated the issues around a human head being buried in the Roman
walls and why the walls were built to contain the town. They then investigated where
the new suburb of Rochester is going to be built, how they plan to build on the banks
of the river and the issues of sustainability that relate to this new development. The
group then got to use the spying camera at the top of the museum and see the area
that is being developed.

Consultation processes and outcomes:

The topic that we were investigating was population movement and how people
moving to new areas affect the local environment and economy. This was always
going to be a difficult topic to tackle because it was opinion based and risked moving
into social history and politics rather than science.

We initially drew around Jim on a large piece of paper, so that we would have a ‘real
person’ to stick our ideas on. The group were then divided into pairs using the
‘alphabet archipelago’ activity; where they have to stand on a pieces of paper
surrounded by ‘sharks’ and get into alphabetical order.

1. In pairs the group were asked to think about the ‘push and pull’ reasons for
people leaving their countries or homes to live in Kent. They came up with an
extensive list of reasons why people are ‘pushed’ out of a country or area that
interestingly only duplicated each other once. However they found it harder to think
about the reasons why people might be ‘pulled’ to Kent. But came up with new
housing, family, transport links, better jobs, better climate and facilities.

a) The group was then asked to think about the effect that population change
has on the local environment. The group thought through a variety of
issues that can be divided up as follows

b) More houses being built - more money being made

c) More houses - need more resources - which are going to run out - need to
think about sustainable fuels

d) Fuel - oil and coal running out - therefore need to get renewable energies -
such as wind farms, solar, hydro, tidal energy and hydrogen cars

e) Fuel - Need more energy - the local coal station is being re-commissioned
- makes ‘dirty fumes’ or CO;, - incinerators for CO»

f) Fuel - burning waste as a source for energy - you are creating more gases
- getting rid of waste - not using fossil fuels - but are making CO,

g) Fuel - nuclear energy - radiation poisoning - nuclear waste - being
dumped in the sea

h) More people need more water - need more water sewage plants

i) More people make more waste - from food packaging - which go to dumps
that take up more land - which is being built on

j) More people - results in over-crowding - crime - the discussion then went
into the very specific issue of pirates and Somalia

k) More traffic- more pollution
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[) There are more people for less jobs - People are made redundant - not
many people making money

m) Strain on the family from people having other members of the family living
with them.

3. We then categorised the above topics as:

i) How renewable are different fuels

i) Energy

iii) Waste

iv) Housing

v) Economy — job protection and creation

vi) Climate

vii) Pollution

viii)Social impacts resulting in crime and piracy.

The group was then asked to put a star beside the topic they were most interested
in. The most popular topics were:

A. Social impacts resulting in crime and piracy.

B. Pollution

4. We then discussed whether a museum should lead on issues of sustainability
or just inform museum visitors. They felt that it was important that people
understood sustainability and the long-term implications for society. The consensus
was that museums should do both as ‘they have to look after the community but
also teach people about what is happening’ — George.

5. We investigated how Rochester Guildhall Museum could discuss the final
topics with the following results:
A. Social impacts resulting in crime and piracy.
a. Show the physical experience of prison
b. Use the camera to spot and stop crime
c. Use the prison ship to discuss the consequences of crime
d. Use the model dog in the Victorian Parlour and the connections to
Charles Dickens to talk about pick pocketing and crime as a result of children
on streets as a result of overcrowding.

B. Pollution

i. Museum to use energy saving light bulbs

ii. Show how the pollution caused by fossil fuels has affected the
area in the past and will continue into the future and how it will
be affected by the building of the new town.

iii. Use archival information to show evidence of pollution — such
as maps - to show rising sea levels and flood plains.

iv. They were very interested in whether we could use flooding to
our advantage — an example that Jeremy Clarke brought up
was the old tidal mill at Rochester.
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v. They were interested in the EDF advertisement that compared
the recycling of materials for the 1948 Olympics with the
recycling for the 2012 Olympics.

6. We had a discussion about who the museum should target resources at
about sustainability.

The consensus was that resources should be targeted at young people because ‘it
is our future and our children’s future’. Whereas their parents’ generation were less
interested and aware of sustainability, but they felt that they should find out about it
because ‘they have caused it and they are paying the taxes which will help solve the
problems’. They felt that their grandparents ‘were too old and don’t need to worry
about such things’ as it will not affect them.

The alternative view was that everyone should find out about sustainability because
it is our future and our parents and grandparents need to realise where it has gone
wrong and try and fix it’.

Finally we had a brief conversation about their attitudes to global warming and
where they found out about it. They basically believe that ‘this generation had their
turn’and ‘you screwed it up’.

The group find out about issues of sustainability through school (in Geography,
Citizenship and RE classes) and on Television. Importantly a significant number of
the group found out about sustainability on the TV from advertisements from
companies talking about their sustainability credentials — such as EDF and Shell.
They also watch the Geography Channel, Eden Channel and the news.

7. Finally the boys were asked to anonymously evaluate the day’s activities by

putting spots on four targets; each had one of the following questions on:

e ‘| had fun today’ - eight bull's eyes or nearly a bulls eye and only one was on the
outside ring.

e ‘| learnt something new today’ - nine bull's eyes or nearly a bull’s eye

e ‘| will come back to the next session’ - nine bull's eyes — the free lunch was one
of the reasons stated

e ‘|l am interested in sustainability’ - one bull’s eye, seven were nearly a bulls eye,
and one was a complete no by not making it on the page.
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7.4 KMYF- Formal Group - Third session feedback report
Whitstable Museum
Friday 10" July 2009

Topic: Reuse, Reduce, and Recycle

Attendance:

Eleven boys and two teachers from Greenacres School attended the third session of
the KMYF-FG. The teacher rang in the morning to see if he could bring an extra boy
who was very keen to participate in the project. All the boys had attended the
previous sessions, which means no one had dropped out of the KMYF-FG and there
was an increase in participants over the three sessions

Manda Gifford and Martin Crowther of Canterbury Museums attended the session
and also Pat, Pam and Betty, members of the Whitstable Museum’s ‘Local
Communities Memories Group’.

Museum session:

Manda and Martin did a very interesting introduction to the idea of reuse, reduce and
recycle (RRR) by getting the group to go through a contemporary ‘rubbish bin’ and
decide whether they would reuse, recycle or rubbish the individual items. The group
then had to justify some of their decisions and explain what they would do with the
items. Finally Pat, Pam and Betty discussed what they would do with the items now
and the contents of their bins during rationing after WWII. They then looked at a
number of different objects that were made from recycled materials.

Finally the group sourced their lunch from local shops to think about the food miles
and where the food had come from.

Consultation processes and outcomes:
The topic we were investigating was reduce, reuse and recycle (RRR) and how it
related to the boys’ lives.

1. As a warm up exercise the boys played RRR Bingo. Where they had to find a
set number of people who would agree with nine statements, such as ‘Find two
people who have recycled their drinks cans’ and ‘Find one person who uses a
sewing machine’. The purpose of this exercise was to start them thinking about
what they do to RRR at home and at school

2. The group was divided into two groups and asked to write on post-it notes
‘Everything that you or your family do to consciously recycle things’.
This elicited the most responses ranging from clothes, furniture, milk and compost.
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The statement ‘Everything that you or your family do to consciously reuse things’,
came up with a number of answers including: leftovers, clothes and sell on books
and games, reuse butter pots.

Finally the statement ‘Everything that you or your family do to consciously reduce
things’ came up with a number of answers including: use your car less, use less
water, reuse shopping bags and stop smoking.

The group is therefore aware about the issues to do with recycling but are less
aware and informed about how to reduce and reuse resources.

3. The two groups were then asked to choose the three ideas from each category
that they felt were the most important to the sustainability of the planet.

4. Finally each group were asked to put these nine ideas into a diamond of
priorities. We then combined their ideas to make one diamond with the following
results.

1% reduce fuel consumption
1% reducing electricity

2" recycling plastics 2" reduce thermostats
2" reuse water 2" reduce fuel consumption
3" reusing bricks 3" recycling glass 3" recycling metal
3" recycling bags 3" reusing plastic bottles 3" reusing paper
4™ reduce water consumption 4™ reuse wood
4" recycle glass 4" recycle plastic

5t reusing games
5t reducing food consumption

This shows that this group’s primary understanding, about how we can make the
planet sustainable and ensure there is a future for this planet, is through the
consumption of fuel and consequently production of energy. This idea came out
very strongly in the session at Rochester Guildhall Museum as something they were
interested in.

5. The group were then asked to describe “The World’s Worse Museum Visit’ with
the following results:

¢ nothing to do — just looking

e half the exhibits are closed

e museum being robbed

Page3 O

Claire Adler, Museum Learning Consultant, 268 Cherry Hinton Road, Cambridge, CB1 7AU
claireadler@btinternet.com 01223 411555 www.claireadler.co.uk




you fall down in the museum and break your ankle
no reception

tour guide doesn’t know what they are talking about
curator has a boring voice

no submarine

they are not expecting you or it is closed

hours and hours and hours of talking or reading
disorganised and museum doesn’t know what they are doing
boring talks about what you already know

wrong kind of exhibits

lack of trust of young people

going to the beach (the group went to the beach before the session started and

some got very, very muddy!)
too expensive admission
no free lunch

Therefore we decided that what made a good museum visit was:

6.

a submarine

activities

free lunch

cheap/ free

energetic curator

good stuff to see

interactives and sharing of knowledge and ideas
learning something

good reception

not being robbed

plenty of things to see that are relevant

We then came up with a list of “Top Tips on how to run a Youth Forum in a

museum’

free lunch

engaging with everyone separately

valuing everyone’s opinions

having a laugh

the museum being prepared

being out of school

free

exciting things to do

cosy and comfy

lots of activities

variety of different locations

picking the right people — who are interested
open minded person running it

hands on experience

organisers to identify local hazards that a 14 year old might find (e.g. mud!)
name tags for personal approach
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o free entry to museums afterwards

7. Finally the boys were asked to anonymously evaluate the day’s activities by
putting spots on three targets; each had one of the following questions on:

‘l had fun today’ - seven bull’s eyes or nearly a bulls eye and two were on the third
ring and two did not make it onto the page.

‘| learnt something new today’ - seven bull's eyes, one was on the third ring and
three did not make it onto the page

‘l would do a project like this again’ - all eleven had a bulls eye
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Appendix A
List of flyers and supporting documents

This list of attached documents to this report were used to inform and encourage
young people from Greenacres School and from around Tunbridge Wells to attend
the KMYFs. All FG documents are for the Formal group and all IG documents were
for the Informal Group.

GS-FG-flyer.doc
GS-FG-photo permission.doc
GS-FG-Furtherinfo.doc
GS-FG-sign up.doc
GS-IG-flyer.doc

GS-IG-letter to YP.doc
GS-IG-personal needs.doc
GS-IG-further info2.doc
GS-IG-registration.doc
GS-IG-sign up.doc
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Appendix B

Schools approached for KMYF-FG

School Phone number

Chapter School (Girls) Tel: 01634 717121 Fax: 01634 726643

Chatham Grammar School for Tel: 01634 830083 Fax: 01634 826230

Boys

Chgtham Grammar School for Tel: +44 (0)1634 851262 Fax: +44 (0)1634

Girls 571928

Chatham South School (Mixed) Tel: +44 (0)1634 404277 Fax: +44 (0)1634
829010

Fort Pitt Grammar School (Girls) | Tel: +44 (0)1634 842359 Fax: +44 (0)1634
817386

Greenacre School (Boys) Tel: 01634 861593 Fax: 01634 869246

School that took part in KMYF-FG

Greenacre School Teacher: Dan Tel: 01634 861593 Fax: 01634
(Boys) Wise Gifted and 869246

Talented
Coordinator

Greenacre School dan@trainingthemlive.co.uk

157 Walderslade
Road

Walderslade

Chatham

Kent

MES OLP
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Appendix C

Youth Groups approached for KMYF-IG

Organisation Telephone Contact name
number

Mrs Sarah Moy, Kent Eco- 01622 221567 Sarah Moy

Schools Officer

Edenbridge 01732 863152 / Steve Hanks youth worker
07752884547

Sevenoaks Detached 01732 465838

Tunbridge Wells Rural
Detached

01580 720465

Mascalls Youth 01892 835068 Phil Murrell
Young Agriculturals 01580 2006537

Tonbridge Teen and Twenty 01732 3587037

Club - Youth Club

1st Mayfield Scouts & Guides 01435 872672

1-2-1 Youth Befriending 01892 616551 or | Rose Abrehart

0774 3803044

V.S.U Youth In Action

01732 366558

Youth-Full

01732 835669

Duke of Edinburgh Award 01622 694788 / Mr Norry Barber/ Claire
07920108812 Martin
VSU Tunbridge 1732362699 Isobel Standen

Schools

Tunbridge Wells Grammar
School for Boys

01892 529551

Tunbridge Wells Girls' Grammar
School

01892 520902

The Skinners School

01892 520732

Maryce Montoya

Bennett Memorial Diocesan
School

01892 521 5957

Youth Crew and other youth
groups connected to Town &
Country Housing

01892 554800

Dawn Grant
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Appendix D

Comparing advantages and disadvantages of Formal and Informal Groups for

a Youth Forum

Formal Group

Informal Group

Mono-cultural group — have the same
education and therefore similar
perspectives

Will hopefully get a more mixed group of
young people— with different experiences
in education and museums

Know each other so less likely to learn
too much new from each other

Will learn and feed off each other’s
different experiences

Know that the group will turn up.

No idea at all if anyone will show up...

Unsure whether the group will be
interested in museums and sustainability
or just using it as an excuse to get out of
Maths

Know that the individuals will probably be
interested in museums and/ or
sustainability and/ or giving their opinions

Know in advance ages and abilities.

Limited idea about the ages and abilities
of the YP in advance — therefore need to
have contingencies for all age groups
and abilities

School organise transport

Organising transport for an unknown
number of people

School provide staff to cover group

Museums need to find the staff to cover
transporting group

Build relationship with the teacher more
than with the students.

Build relationship with YP and their
family

Session must fit into the school day.

Time can be very flexible as they can
ring their parents/ guardians to say
finishing early or late.

All have similar knowledge base as have
the same classes with the same
teachers

Very divergent experiences and
knowledge base as can cover different
schools and age groups

The Formal Group feels more formal with
the YP putting up their hands and
interacting as they would in school

Very informal feeling as the bus is
caught together and the whole day is
spent together. This means that the
group, including the adults, has chatted
far more than having questions and
answers. As a result the consultations
were more like informal conversations
than specific activities (although this was
to do with the limited number of
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participants in the case of this project)

Varied political viewpoint

Committed because they have given
their spare time and obviously want to be
stimulated in their spare time.

Post summer term exams was the
perfect time of year as the school want to
fill up the last few weeks of term with
interesting things to do.

Post summer term exams is the worst
time to get young people to commit to
several Saturdays, as there are lots of
commitments of parties, festivals and
fetes that people are trying to fit in before
the end of term.

The group are also encouraged to
participate by the teacher who know the
levels in of interest and capabilities of the
individuals

The timescale of having three sessions
in two weeks worked well with this group
as it was short and at the appropriate
time of year

The timescale did not work. There
should have been an introductory
session to get the young people
interested to start with and tell their
peers. Then there could have been
three or four sessions to keep up the
momentum.
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APPENDIX E

Project Budget

Item Costs

materials

Paper £4.00

Spots £2.00

Stars £3.97
Sub Total £9.97

Coach

Rainham coaches — For £286.25

Informal Group

Dave Skinner coaches — For £330.00

Formal Group

Sub Total £616.25

Refreshments
Whitstable £40.90
Rochester £46.00
Chatham £65.00
Tunbridge £29.23
Royal Engineers £11.38
Sub Total £192.51
TOTAL Project support cost £818.73
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Funded by DCMS and DCSF through the MLA Strategic Commissioning
programme.

MUSEUMS LIBRARIES ARCHIVES
COUNCIL

fﬁ\ department for
children, schools and families
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